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such as adoption, increasing and unfailing sanctification, are among 
the notable features of Schmidt's interpretation. Not a sentence is 
wasted, and all is imbued with a spirit of full, glad sympathy with him 
whom he seeks to interpret. In the best sense of the word the book 
is " liberal." It gives a reason for every statement and is free almost 
entirely from a polemical spirit. J. S. Riggs. 

Auburn Theological Seminary, 
Auburn, N. Y. 

Die Heiligkeit Jesu, als Beweis seiner Gottheit. Von Dr. 
Carl Hennemann. Wurzburg: Andreas Gobels Verlags- 
buchhandlung, 1898. Pp. vi + 152. M. 2. 

This is a well-arranged and clearly written argument for the ethical 
uniqueness of Jesus, traversing ground already made familiar by 
Ullmann and Bushnell, but needing to be traversed afresh in each 
decade of advancing Christianity. The author's Roman Catholic 
standpoint appears in his conception of the Bible rather than in his 
defense of Jesus. After a preliminary discussion of the fundamental 
principles of ethics, he divides his work into three parts : first, specu- 
lative — a discussion of the holiness of God; secondly, historical — 
the actual sinlessness of Jesus ; thirdly, polemical — a consideration of 
the various objections that men have made to the teaching or conduct 
of Jesus. Jesus, he says, is not simply the founder, but the center and 
essence, of Christianity ; hence our religion vanishes if Jesus was not 
historically and absolutely "the holy one." In his examination of the 
biblical records the writer follows faithfully the "proof- text" method, 
making no attempt to distinguish sources, but quoting all the books 
of the New Testament and some in the Old Testament as of equal 
authority. He then briefly shows that the sinless Jesus of Nazareth 
finds no analogue in either Buddha, Socrates, Marcus Aurelius, 
Mohammed, or Francis of Assisi. 

But the most difficult and interesting part of his argument is the 
" polemical," in which, with varying degrees of success, he attempts to 
meet especially the ethical objections to the character of Jesus which 
were urged by Albert Dulk (Der Irrgang des Lebens Jesu, Stuttgart, 
1884). With much thoroughness and considerable formality he names 
twenty-two different objections to the ethical perfection of Jesus, 
stating in each case first the "objection," and then at once appending 
the "answer." To the objection, e. g., that Jesus, being human and 
finite, must share the imperfection of finiteness, the answer is that 
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perfect virtue in humanity is not the absolute holiness of God, but is 
perfection in kind, incomplete but innocent. To the objection that 
" the idea " must realize itself, not in an individual, but in collective 
humanity, the answer is that the entire redeemed humanity constitutes 
the evolved mystical body of Christ. Then the writer proceeds to 
deal with a surprising list of specific accusations against the ethical 
attitude of Jesus, e. g., his rough speaking to his mother and his 
brethren, his demand that one should hate his own kindred, his severe 
treatment of the Pharisees, his intentional veiling of truth from the 
multitude, his demand for renunciation of property, his aversion to 
marriage and approval of self-mutilation, his non-resistance to (and 
therefore encouragement of) evil, his indulgence in threatening and 
revengeful language, his actually causing his own betrayal, his fear of 
pain and death, the " planlessness " of his career, etc. Indeed, it seems 
as if no reproach ever cast on Christ, in his own time or since, is here 
left unconsidered. The answers are sometimes ingenious, sometimes 
trite, sometimes unsatisfying. Probably the author has done the best 
that could be done in this line of argument. If "forewarned is fore- 
armed," this book certainly arms the student at every point. But for 
most men the convincing argument will be found in setting forth the 
beauty and wonder of the sunlight, rather than in detailed answers to 
those who find spots on the sun. 

W. H. P. Faunce. 
Greater New York, N. Y. 



Aus Geschichte und Kunst des Christentums. Abhandlungen 
zur Belehrung fur gebildete Gemeindeglieder Von Dr. 
Adolf Hasenclever. Zweite (Schluss-) Reihe. Berlin : 
C. A. Schwetschke & Sohn, 1898. Pp. iv+ 194. M. 2. 

This book contains a series of five essays written in popular lan- 
guage. In the first essay the author tells the story of the literary 
assaults upon early Christianity, and gives copious extracts from the 
writings of the apologists and early Fathers. The second essay con- 
tains a short historical account of the doctrinal controversies of the first 
five centuries that led finally to the framing of the symbol of Chal- 
cedon. The author then discusses with much frankness and ability, 
but with decided leaning toward the Ritschlian school of theological 
thought, the relation of doctrine to the individual confession of the 
believer in Christ. In the third essay Dr. Hasenclever inveighs 



